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Moses had grown up in the heart of 
civilization in the Egyptian Empire. 
But after he was forty years old he 
fled into the wilderness to become a 
shepherd. While he was caring for 
his sheep in the wilderness, the 
Lord appeared to him in the form of 
a burning bush.

In this moment the Lord told Moses 
something very profound, "Take off 
your sandals, for you are standing 
on holy ground." It is customary in 
many cultures to take off your 
shoes or sandals when entering a 
person's home. Therefore, the Lord 
was revealing the location of his 
home to Moses. God's home wasn't 
in civilization in the cities and 
buildings that are made with human 
hands--it was in the wilderness. 
God lives in his creation. As he was 
out in the wilderness, Moses was in 
God's home and, therefore, he 
needed to take off his sandals in 
order to show God's home the 
respect it deserved.

For century after century, however, 
God's people failed to understand 
this basic truth (even Moses didn't 
get it!). The people continually 
tried to find and locate God in tents 
and temples that were made with 
human hands--from the tabernacle 
to the temple in Jerusalem. But the 
prophet Isaiah, Jesus, and Stephen 
(who was stoned to death in Acts) 
were all adamant over the centuries 
that the Creator of the heavens and 
the earth does not live in tents, 
temples, or anything made by 

human hands. We cannot find God in 
our creations, we can only find God 
in his creation. When we try to find 
God in tents, temples, and things 
made by human hands we are 
attempting to control God and put 
him in a small box.

Even to this day, our broken human 
tendency is to try and find God in the 
work of our own hands. We may not 
make little statues that we worship, 
but we do make all sorts of 
technological developments that we 
trust in or spend all of our time 
consumed by. We live so completely 
immersed in human creations and 
environments that so many of us 
seldom leave the concrete world of 
human making and step into God's 
home--the wilderness and green 
spaces of the world. 

It is my hope that our Disciple 
Garden development will be a place 
where we can experience a profound 
connection to God. It is my hope that 
we will be able to step onto that 
property and hear God's voice saying 
to us, "You are standing on holy 
ground." It will not be holy ground 
because of anything we do on it, it is 
simply holy ground because God 
made it and his plants and animals 
inhabit it--and even better, he himself 
inhabits it. So let's step outside of the 
boxes of human creation and into the 
wide and wild world of God's 
creation. It is holy ground and it is 
there that we will meet him.

Pastor Luke
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"You are standing on holy ground..." (Exodus 3:5).



Community Council Corner
St Luke's welcomed seven new members on Pentecost Sunday--Carolyn Davis, Cindy Howard, Stan Loftiss, Michael 
Meyer, and Keith, Elijah, and Sybrina Holley. We are super excited about these new members and the gifts and 
passions that they bring to our little community.

On May 5 we had a very successful golf tournament. We had a very large turnout and great weather, which helped 
make the event a big fund-raising success. We want to give a HUGE thank you to everyone involved in making it 
happen! We especially thank Steve May for the seventeen (!) years of work he has put in with leading this wonderful 
event--what a gift to our community! Understandably, Steve has decided to take a break and so he is passing the lead 
off to Kevin Dierks. We look forward to many more years of fun!

We renewed our relationship with Kim Wilson Housing in June. We have partnered with them for the last few years 
to use the duplex on our church property in order to house folks who are chronically homeless. 

The week of June 18 we had an excellent and fun VBS with around 45 total children and many adult volunteers. We 
give a big thank you to all our members who donated so much of their time and resources to help connect the youth 
of our church and neighborhood to Jesus during the week!

The "Disciple Garden" project is continuing to evolve in its planning. We are expecting to meet with the city in July 
and start getting approval for our development plan. Rion Glynn (a son of the congregation) will be arriving from 
Oregon in July and will be spearheading the establishment of the "food forest" as well as the other gardening and 
animal husbandry aspects of the property development. We are very excited for his arrival and look forward to what 
his youth and energy will add to this project and our church community!

St Luke's Women's Retreat! (Saturday, July 29, 9:00 am)
Please mark your calendars and join us at Sanctuary of Hope (located behind City Park on Ridge and 26th) from 9:00 
am to 1:00 pm for a morning of connection with our Lord and each other as the women of St. Luke's.  Please email 
Kevin Dierks at kgdierks@gmail.com with your name and the number attending so we can plan lunch accordingly.  
There will be time for being outdoors and we'll use the air-conditioning once the morning heats up. Please join us to 
connect in deeper ways with each other as women of the LORD.  

     Baptism Anniversary
- Charlene Sargent (7/13)
- Luke Kammrath (8/3)
- Rose Tiszka (8/12)
- Rion Glynn (8/20)
- Morgan Dierks (8/26)

- Christine May (7/2) 
- John Espino (7/10)
- Kathy Polzkill (7/20)
- Cindy Ford (7/25)
- Merilee Lea (7/27)
- Morgan Dierks (8/1)
- John Tiszka (8/4)
- Deborah Wagner (8/14)
- Dean Bridge (8/21)
- Charles Payne (8/21)
- David Sasnett (8/24) 
- Ralph Heiden (8/27)

  Wedding Anniversary
- Donna & Chuck Payne
- (7/11/70,  47 yrs) 
- Dean & Tina Bridge        

(8/3/92, 25 yrs)
- Tom & Rose Tiszka         

(8/4/84, 33 yrs)



Community Ministry Corner
Continuing from the last newsletter, we're talking about basketball as an analogy for faithfully living and learning 
how to glorify the Father in our relationships... 

What a player LOOKS AT when shooting a basketball needs to change--a different inner focus and awareness 
is necessary if we are going to get a soft and accurate shooting touch. What have you and I been taught to look at 
when shooting? The rim. But I think this needs to be challenged a bit. Sitting in a national park in South Dakota in 
recent years, listening to the ranger teach about the night sky, I learned, or maybe finally heard, a truth about looking 
at stars. The ranger taught that you see a star best by NOT looking at it directly. You look next to or near  the star for 
your eyes and mind to really appreciate and sense a star's true brightness and color.  And this is what I have now 
learned about shooting a basketball as well.  I can shoot much better when I look at the rim indirectly.  If I look more 
in the general area of the net, then I can just allow my muscle memory to take over and get the ball into the hoop.

So let's bring this basketball analogy into real life and faithfulness. I desire to know and love you, but I think the 
WORST way I can do that is by following the world's patterns with my eyes or my words. I noticed this one day 
when I was sharing genuine smiles and well-wishes ("Hi, how are you?") with a family acquaintance.  But then 
another mutual friend entered and I dialed up the charm factor a few degrees. It was a moment that was revealing 
about how we are wired and why. Because my relationship with the first acquaintance was built on Christian 
education and similar values, there was a benefit to our shared niceties and smiles (they were a family in our school, I 
was the principal of their kids). But the pleasantries were intensified with the second family because they were more 
influential in our school and had bigger business endeavors and more social clout. How could this "genuine" and 
"heartfelt" greeting suddenly be even more "genuine" and "heartfelt" with this other family? Was it because I had 
something to gain? These kind of moments happen each day of our lives and we need to start questioning them.

I want to make authentic and true connections to the inner you.  I do not desire to be distracted by superficial games-- 
with fake eye contact or wasteful words. While there's some truth and value to looking a man in the eye, even that can 
be misused and abused by our divided and crafty hearts.  So I'm stepping out of the game of always making eye 
contact and filling people and moments with flowery and superficial words. I  do not have the time or energy for it 
and, honestly, I do not see it as respectful of our true selves. I've practiced and taught daily manners and niceties all 
my life. I've felt great both in receiving and giving kind eyes, smiles, and greetings my whole life. How could this not 
be loving? How could I question this well-intentioned norm? We must continue to test man's and society's norms, and 
reflect on what builds up true faith relationship and community. We must discover what is essential, substantial, and 
beneficial  to God's Kingdom and what is superficial, empty, and meaningless. Our lives are full of superficial 
influences and marketing.  Could the greeters at restaurants and businesses be any nicer or prettier or make us feel 
any better?  The world is the master of the superficial. Let's not be seduced into their games. We're smarter and 
deeper than being duped by hollow pleasantries. Let's not be distracted or fooled by them. Let's strive to seek and 
share true joy and communion with the heart of each soul we encounter. It is in this genuine and authentic connection 
where we will find true relationship with the LORD and his created.

I look forward to the moments in the pews each Sunday with our exchanges of sharing God's peace in words coupled 
with eye contact, handshakes, and hugs of sincerity. I look forward to continuing and deepening our one-on-one and 
small group relationship commitments as Jesus's faithful followers.  And I'll continue to explore what's right and 
wrong in the little moments and movements of our mouths, minds, eyes, and hearts.  Thanks for listening to this 
month's basketball insider shooting tips on FOCUS--what we're looking at and sensing in each moment and 
person we meet--primarily in those of us claiming/striving to be faithful to the LORD's high-calling and mighty 
narrow road where he alone reveals his true joy and contentment.

Kevin Dierks
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

" Faith &  Culture"  Discussions
Join us for a four week discussion group (from 
6:00-7:15 pm on Tuesdays, Sep 5, 12, 19, & 26) on 
topics important to our social context and the culture 
we live in. We will wrestle with four hot-button and 
sensitive issues in an open-minded and 
conversational way. We will root our discussions in 
Jesus while creating a safe-space to share our 
thoughts and struggles with each other. We will meet 
in the lounge at St Luke's.

1) Privilege & White Supremacy (Sep 5)

2) Guns, Cops, & War (Sep 12)

3) The Internet, Social Media, & Pornography (Sep 
19)

4) Money & the American Dream (Sep 26)

Upcoming Dates

St. Luke's Council  - Tues, Jul 11 &  Aug 8, 5:30 pm

St Luke's Women's Retreat - Sat, Jul 29, 9:00 am

"Spirit's New Creation" Study - Mon, Aug 21, 28, Sep 
11, 18, 6:00 pm

Jesus Time Kick-Off - Wed, Aug 23, 4:00 pm

Choir Practice Kick-Off - Wed, Aug 30, 6:15 pm

"Faith & Culture" Discussions - Tues, Sep 5, 12, 19, 26, 
6:00 pm

Metro Lutheran Ministry                               
May/Jun Emergency Assistance

- IDs: 191 individuals
- Food: 1067 individuals
- Utilities: 44 individuals
- Housing: 139 individuals


