
St. Luke's
MESSENGER

As we launch into a new season at 
St Luke's with our new and updated 
Constitution and church structure, 
my pastoral desire is for us to focus 
our vision as a congregation using 
this phrase: "Deeper Discipleship & 
Closer Community with Jesus."

In Jesus's parable of the soils he 
speaks of our faith lives as plants 
with roots. Deep roots are essential 
to a strong, enduring, and vibrant 
faith, just as they are for the life of 
plants. If our faith is shallow and 
doesn't go deep, then it will die 
when the going gets tough. 
Therefore, we must always 
challenge ourselves to go deeper in 
our learning from Jesus, so that the 
roots of our lives are strongly 
connected to the teachings of Jesus. 
No matter where you are on your 
journey, going deeper in your 
learning as a student with Jesus is 
key. As part of this vision I am 
challenging each and every member 
of our congregation to participate in 
a four-week class with me on the 
basics of our faith. If we are to go 
deeper then we need to start basic 
and strengthen our learning of the 
most central elements of "The Way 
of Jesus."

Additionally, Jesus often speaks of 
himself as the shepherd while we 
are his sheep. The key to survival 
and strength for sheep and other 
herding animals is to stay 
extremely close together. Herds that 
loosen or spread out are eventually 
destroyed, while herds that stay 

close to each other and close to their 
shepherd will survive even the 
hardest times. In Acts we have been 
reading about how the most central 
act of the Spirit of God is to create 
Christian community. The Spirit 
bonds followers of Jesus together as 
a new community that is stronger and 
closer than even blood family. This 
new community is led by Jesus and is 
of one heart and mind as they center 
their lives around his teachings. They 
are so close that they hold all their 
resources in common and take care 
of every need of every member. As 
such, my challenge to you this year is 
to ask yourself how you can have 
closer community here at St Luke's. 
How can you take steps toward 
helping our community grow closer 
and closer in the image of the 
Christians in Acts? Challenge 
yourself to take these steps.

The heart and key to all of this is the 
last phrase of the vision, "with 
Jesus." If we are not with Jesus then 
all is lost. If we are not learning from 
Jesus, then our learning is useless. If 
our community is not centered in 
Jesus, then our community is empty. 
As Jesus teaches, he is the vine and 
we are the branches. He is the single 
most important life source in our 
lives and staying connected with him 
is a life and death matter. So let us 
connect further to Jesus this year, 
going deeper in discipleship and 
closer in community.

Pastor Luke
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Worship and Bible Study Schedule

Saturday

4:30 pm Worship Gathering

Sunday 

9:30 am Worship Gathering

10:45 am Text of the Week Study   
|                      & Jesus Time

Monday 

12:30 pm       Pastor Mike Bible Study

6:00 pm Pastor Luke Bible Study

Wednesday

4:00 pm Jesus Time

6:15 pm         Choir
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Community Ministry Corner
Plot a mental chart of how we spend our days.  Who do 
we give intentional time to; and what is our availability 
for the work of God's Kingdom? Over this past year I've 
found in my newly established prioritizing of life and 
time, that when my emotions infiltrate and lessen my best 
self, then I need to fill my day, time, thoughts, and heart 
with better things... 

Just one little example: My no-breakfast and gallon-of- 
coffee morning life choice does me (and others) damage.  
As much as I love the adrenaline, energy, and the 
direction it takes my impulsive thoughts and words, it is 
counterproductive to who I'm called to be. It sure is hard 
slowly surrendering this decade long habit/joy.

So two apples during my morning drive put something in 
my stomach to temper the flood of caffeine excitement I 
crave and help level my midday thinking as I head in for 
lunch.  I also am setting aside intentional walking or 
basketball time to replace the destructive idle time.  
Finally, Bible study in group and independent settings 
and ongoing reflecting gets my mind/heart active and 
meets that adrenaline fix more productively. These may 
seem obvious, but it's taken me decades to take these 
steps to get beyond commitments to just job and family 
that I believed were more than sufficient.  I've also started 

picking up books to keep feeding the fire within for 
creativity, thinking, and growth--instead of using that 
time on some less productive time commitments and 
habits. Even rereading the really good stuff is addicting, 
sustaining, and deepening too. 

I've made this one change while present with y'all this 
year. But as for giving up, lightening up on the intake of 
hazelnut coffee? Not so much, but it's all a process. We'll 
see what develops in the coming months and years.  

My goal these days is to give my emotions and thoughts 
their moments and then to heal into better ways of 
thinking, feeling, and acting. The goal is LOVE of each 
other, including self, for we are LOVED by Father, 
Savior, and Sanctifier.

As we do the daily work of cleaning out our heart soil, 
the Lord patiently supports and sustains us. He challenges 
us to be brave enough to look within and reveal our 
deeply hidden motives. And then to do the work of 
improving our honesty and integrity in both thoughts and 
feelings.  To do this we must interrupt our old patterns 
and re-prioritize our time and lives toward things that 
produce abundant fruit for our Lord Jesus.  May the Lord 
bless us in our relationship with him and with his people 
and projects.

Kevin Dierks

Community Council Corner
On Sunday May 22 we officially accepted our new Constitution and church structure. As such, on June 19, we 
officially appointed our Stewards for the year: Yvonne Brown, Naomi Glynn, Ralph Heiden, Dave Sasnett, and Jack 
Wagner. We thank these members of our community for their willingness to serve us as examples and leaders in the 
faith. In the coming days, each of our members will be assigned to one of these five Stewards. The Steward's job is to  
support Pastor Luke in the physical and spiritual care of our people.

Also at our June 19 Communal Assembly, Pastor Luke proposed that the congregation prayerfully consider the 
purchase of 32 undeveloped acres in KCK at N 10th Street and Esplanade. The dream is that we might use this 
property as a sanctuary in the heart of the city where we can deepen our discipleship as followers of Jesus and have 
closer community by establishing a "tiny-home" village for interested members of St Luke's to come together in close 
community. Please be in prayer about this and share your thoughts with our leaders.

Finally, our Stewards have appointed Karen Wagner as our Financial Deacon and John Wagner as our Property 
Deacon for the year. We thank them very much for their willingness to serve us in this capacity!



     Baptism Anniversary

- Dorothy Mellott (7/2)
- Charlene Sargent (7/13)
- Luke Kammrath (8/3)
- Rose Tiszka (8/12)
- Jordin Brown (8/17)
- Rion Glynn (8/20)
- Morgan Dierks (8/26)

- Christine May (7/2) 
- John Espino (7/10)
- Madeline May (7/20) 
- Cindy Ford (7/25)
- Merilee Lea (7/27)
- Morgan Dierks (8/1)
- John Tiszka (8/4)
- Annie Klingensmith (8/12)
- Deborah Wagner (8/14)
- Dean Bridge (8/21)
- Charles Payne (8/21)
- David Sasnett (8/24) 
- Ralph Heiden (8/27)

  Wedding Anniversary

- Donna & Chuck Payne 
(7/11/70,  46 yrs) 

- Dean & Tina Bridge     
(8/3/92, 24 yrs)

- Tom & Rose Tiszka     
(8/4/84, 32 yrs)

Third Sunday Food Dr ive

July 17 &  August 21 - Donations of pop top 
can foods, fruit, protein items, ready to eat or 
microwaveable soups, macaroni and cheese, 
peanut butter and jelly, crackers of all sorts 
and hello, pudding cups. Drop in the special 
container at the back of the church. 

Proper ty Corner
The interior rehab work in the 
parsonage should be 
completed this week.  We had 
a water drainage problem in 
our parking lot but got that 
fixed.  The only other item on 
our current agenda is the 
painting of the exterior fascia 
of the church. Please call 
John Wagner if you have 
questions: (913) 208-8344

16th Annual Golf Tournament Recap

We had over 100 players for an awesome morning of golf, fun, and 
fellowship. We give a special thanks to Rose Tiszka and all the 
volunteers who helped prepare an awesome lunch to end the day. 
We give a hearty thanks to Steve May and John Tiszka for their 
amazing leadership and efforts. Through this we were able to raise 
over $12,000 for our ministry efforts to the urban core of KCK!

Cave Quest VBS 2016 Thank You!
Our Cave Quest VBS welcomed an amazing 56 kids this year, almost all of which 
are from our immediate neighborhood. We give a huge thanks for the large time and 
energy given by Rocky and Todd Deines as they were the Jack and Jill of all things 
VBS this year.  Makayla and Skylar were huge supports in assembling gift bags and 
photos each day and helping create the slide show with Todd. The Sasnetts tackled 
many art projects for each age level (thank you Marie!) and game fun in the heat 
(thanks Dave!), including the excitement of Dave climbing a tree to put up Marie's 
beautiful Piñatas. Thank you Lucy Mellott, Martha Cowart, Norma Jacobs, and 
Morgan Dierks for the fun, themed snacks each night.  Thank you to Lisa Dierks for 
leading active singing to start and finish each day.  Thank you Joanne Leive and 
Yvonne Brown for craft support.  Thanks to Anglican Priest Gene and Pastor Luke 
(aka Cavern Clark) for the Bible lessons daily, and for loading, unloading, and 
assembling the staging from Calvary Lutheran.  Thank you to leaders John & Karen 
Wagner, Julie Kammrath, Kathy Bishop, Kevin & Karla Hutchings, Laura Baack, 
Micah Dierks, and Maddy May. Thank you registration table and jump castle lead, 
Rose Tiszka.  Thanks to Hubert for grilling at Friday's celebration, and Steve & 
Chrissy May's food donations (along with so many other church members) to fuel 
our fun Friday and throughout the week.  We give thanks for our donated t-shirts. 
Thank you to Calvary Lutheran and DCE Rick Folken (he spent over 2 days of his 
time after his VBS to make the props usable for us!) for donating the incredible cave, 
stalactite, stalagmite staging and the many other accessories and props. It was an 
awesome week.  Glad we could serve together and reach these children and youth.

LWML Corner

Sunday July 31st is LWML's 
5th Sunday for our mission 
fund raising breakfast. 
Always a yummy breakfast, 
plan on joining us right after 
church for some good eats 
and information about our 
mission breakfast. Free will 
donations help fund special 
projects.
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Back to School Sunday!

August 7th will be our Back to School collection for 
MLM and Jesus Time. We need crayons, #2 and 
mechanical pencils, spiral notebooks, glue and glue 
sticks, pencil holder/boxes, 1 inch 3 ring folders, pocket 
folders, washable markers, colored pencils, scissors and 
paint sets, college and wide ruled notebook paper, and 
then all ages and sizes of backpacks. 

Just bring these items on the 7th of August to help kids 
get a good start for the 2016-2017 school year! Thank 
you for your love of the children of our neighborhood!

Upcoming Dates

Council Installation - Sun, July 17, 9:30 am

3rd Sunday Food Drive - Sun, July 17

LWML Mission Breakfast - Sun, July 31, 10:30 am

Back-to-School Sunday - Sun, Aug 7

St. Luke's Council  - Tues, Aug 9, 5:30 pm

Jesus Time Kickoff - Wed, Aug 17, 4:00 pm

3rd Sunday Food Drive - Sun, Aug 21

Kansas City Medicine Cabinet                      
May/Jun Emergency Assistance

- Prescription Drugs: 15 individuals
- Medical Supplies: 3 individuals
- Dental Care: 15 individuals
- Vision Care: 30 individuals

Metro Lutheran Ministry                               
May/Jun Emergency Assistance

- IDs: 5 individuals
- Food: 1139 individuals
- Utilities: 12 families
- Housing: 19 families


