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Phillip's journey in Acts is a wild 
one. First he is appointed to help 
serve and care for the widows of 
the new church community in 
Jerusalem. Then, after his 
companion Stephen is stoned to 
death, he finds himself driven to the 
north, to land of the hated 
Samaritans, where he becomes a 
preacher and proclaims the Gospel. 
Shortly after this the Spirit then 
leads him way down south on a 
road heading toward Africa.

On this road, Phillip encounters a 
man from Ethiopia who has just 
been in Jerusalem to worship. As a 
castrated, black-skinned man of 
African birth he is an outsider of 
outsiders to the Hebrew people--but 
this does not stop the Spirit. 
Finding the man reading in his 
chariot, Phillip follows the Spirit's 
prompting and approaches the man. 

Phillip asks the Ethiopian, "Do you 
understand what you are reading?" 
The man it turns out is reading 
from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
and yet he humbly admits, "How 
can I understand, unless someone 
guides me?" Knowing that he needs 
help if he is going to understand the 
Scriptures, the Ethiopian invites 
Phillip to teach him. So Phillip 
joins him in studying the Scriptures 
and together with the help of 
another, the Ethiopian has his eyes 
opened to Jesus and is baptized 
there on the side of the road.

It is a very good thing that there are 

Bibles almost everywhere in our 
world. But this text from Acts is a 
powerful and good reminder that just 
sitting down alone with the Bible to 
read isn't good enough. This is 
because the Scriptures can be warped 
and misunderstood in many different 
ways. We can interpret the Scriptures 
in almost any way we want in order 
to suit our desires. Hence reading the 
Scriptures alone and without a guide 
can be dangerous. It is only through 
Jesus and his Spirit that we can read 
the Scriptures rightly and truly 
understand what God is saying 
through them.

Therefore, reading and understanding 
the Scriptures must be a community 
activity and it is one where we need a 
guide. We need those more mature in 
the faith than us to sit down with us 
and help open our eyes to the truth of 
God's Word. Thankfully, the Spirit of 
Jesus himself is promised to be 
present among us as we gather 
together as a community around the 
Word, "Where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there 
among them."

So where can you find a guide to 
help you understand the Scriptures? 
Where can you go to study with other 
Christians? It is important that you 
figure out the answers to these 
questions so that you can continue to 
grow in your faith. If you need help 
figuring them out, please come talk 
to me, that is why I am here.

Pastor Luke

PASTOR'S CORNER
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Worship and Bible Study Schedule

Saturday

4:30 pm Worship Gathering

Sunday 

9:30 am Worship Gathering

10:45 am Text of the Week &         
|                      Jesus Time

Monday 

12:30 pm       Pastor Mike Bible Study

6:00 pm Pastor Luke Bible Study

Wednesday

4:00 pm Jesus Time

6:15 pm         Choir

May/June 2016

"Do You Understand What You Are Reading?" Acts 8:30



Community Ministry Corner
Pardon the Interruption is an ESPN show I spent a few 
hours enjoying through the years.  However, observing 
the interruptions in our many moments of each day are 
what I prioritize to spend my hours on nowadays. 
Emotions are known to "HI-JACK" our better thinking 
responsive minds and selves.  I currently continue to 
process ways to flip this hijacked reality and to practice 
methods that keep, or re-activate, my thinking self when 
emotions and patterns of family and life run rampant 
through my heart, mind, and relationships.

A chapel session I echoed in the last few years is a play 
off of deep breathing techniques--to calm the mind and 
body.  My pattern of practice, a few times daily, is to 
inhale deeply, hold, and release slowly.  Stretching the 
limits of how long I can hold my breath in or keep it 
exhaled out.  Very calming, relaxing, liberating.

When I breathe in, I recite, LORD YOU LOVE 
ME...hold...and when exhaling recite, Help me to love 
him... or her... or them... or myself... as I deal (hopefully) 
God-honoringly, with the people and moments of each 
day. Hopefully I can seize the opportunity to be a 
beneficial impact and to be beneficially impacted.

Even with my mouth more closed these days, it amazes 
me how my emotions take over and my mind rationalizes 
away impulsive words, reactions, or even regular mind 
tracks of what's wrong in another or right in me.

So currently on my self-prescribed health plan, I keep 

active in interrupting my inner interrupters. My current 
self-assessment has me also reciting as I deep-breathe... 
How do I "Prioritize Honesty and Integrity" (HI) 
underneath the sprouts of emotions and thought threads 
that FLOOD, clutter, and overwhelm/underwhelm the 
activities, people, and words in each day?

I can be a real JACK-wagon. And the emotions I idolize 
and groom, that really JACK up honesty and integrity 
within before they are even thought through and exhaled 
out, include some dandies (JACK-ed up):

- J-ealousy
- A-nger
- C-ontrol
- K-nowledge

Look how little space these words take up, yet they 
can/have consumed moments, momentum, productivity 
of time and relationships many days of my greying life. 

The Awareness of these regular, and often warmly invited 
guests, interrupters in my heart and mind, IS Growth and 
is also exhilarating and exhausting.  Growing in 
understanding allows honesty and integrity to be analyzed 
underneath what stems these parts of me and you, frees us 
up toward more productive thinking and emotions.  Then, 
with the freeing of time and mind and heart energy 
created by a more aware/productive self, what do we do 
with this freedom?  It will be filled with something.  Why 
not fill it with more goodness?

--Kevin Dierks

Board of Directors' Corner
These are exciting times at St Luke's. On May 22 we will be convening as a congregation to approve the Board's 
recommendation for a complete update to our church constitution. This proposed overhaul to the constitution will 
benefit us in many ways. First off, it will significantly simplify, shorten, and clean up our governing document, 
allowing us to more easily live in accordance with it. Secondly, it will help us to grow deeper as a community, 
pushing us to be more rooted in the Scriptures and in our common life of taking care of and loving each other in the 
way that Jesus has loved us. Lastly, it will reorganize our leadership structure, making it clear where responsibilities 
and accountability are to be found. There will no longer be a "Board of Directors" and instead there will be a Council 
of "Stewards" and "Deacons." The Stewards will be Scripturally minded and trained leaders who in conjunction with 
the Pastor will be the decision-makers of the community and the shepherds who help care for and keep track of our 
members. The Deacons will be servant-hearted leaders who will help execute this life of ministry in our midst. 

Please pick up your copy of this proposed constitution at the back of church and please be in prayer, asking the Lord 
to guide us in the direction that will allow us to be most faithful to him in the days and years to come. Thank you!



     Baptism Anniversary

- Michael May (5/13)
- Bob Leive  (5/15)
- Debbie Wagner (5/26)
- Joanne Leive (5/27) 
- Jennifer Wagner (6/1)
- Carrie May (6/2)
- Ann Hauser (6/13)

- Todd Deines (5/2)
- Bob Leive (5/9)  
- Sarah Martin (5/23)
- Kevin Dierks (5/26)
- Haley Bridge (6/8)
- Georgia Story (6/9)
- Charlene Sargent (6/9)
- Rose Tiszka (6/12)
- Richard Vogel (6/13)
- Luke Kammrath (6/23)

  Wedding Anniversary
- Stephen & Chris May 

(6/3/1989, 27 yrs)
- Bob & Joanne Leive    

(6/6/54, 62 yrs)
- Bob & Carrie May   

(6/7/1986, 30 yrs)
- Todd & Roxanne Deines         

(6/10/2000, 16 yrs)

Third Sunday Food Dr ive

May 15 &  June 19 -- Donations of cereals, soups, 
peanut butter and jelly, crackers, tuna, granola bars, 
canned fruit, pudding cups, and other kids friendly 
items are especially needed so kids home from school 
can prepare lunches for themselves. Drop in the 
special container at the back of the church. 

Proper ty Corner
We would like to give a BIG 
thank you to Rick Wagner for 
clearing out the brush from 
our park space across the 
street! 

Join us at 9:00 am on 
Saturday, May 7, for another 
work day in the parsonage 
and throughout our property.

Call John Wagner if you have 
questions: (913) 208-8344

St. Luke's Char ity Golf Classic!!!

- Check in: Fr iday, May 6, 2016, at 7:00 am
- Tee time: 8:00 am

- Post Party to immediately follow.
- Go to the St Luke's website for entry forms.

Community Ministry Updates
Jesus Time is looking for help with bingo prizes for children ages 4 to 13. Most of 
the older kids are boys but we need a variety of gifts for boys and girls; fun things to 
do for the summer.  Some ideas are puzzles, puzzle books, bubbles, little sand bucket 
kits, girlie items, side walk chalk, art games & supplies, outdoor game kits and balls. 
Dollar Tree and Family Dollar are great places to find some of these items. We'd like 
to have the bingo prizes by May 15. Jesus Time kids have also tilled up the 
parsonage garden behind the church and will ease into planting this spring, hoping to 
expand the garden next year--fun.  Midweek Jesus Time concludes May 18.  Thank 
you to our crew of John and Karen, Yvonne, Ann, Marsha, Pastor Mike and Judy, 
and Pastor Luke for their presence and impact on the almost 30 kids we saw 
regularly this year.

St. Luke's basketball season ended as it started--excited and learning kids and a few 
baskets. Our last game's total exceeded our point total for all the other games 
combined--HA!  Good job boys and girl. Next up, summer kickball for the youngest 
Jesus Time kiddies (K-3) and open gym time weekly for the 3rd-8th graders.

Medicine Cabinet will now return to its regular AM hours.  We thank Rose and 
Yvonne for their volunteer hours in the afternoon experiment.  

VBS Planning will include a brief introduction following the May 22 Congregational 
Meeting and a deeper planning time on Sunday, June 5 following church in 
preparation for our VBS week June 19-23 with Celebration Party Friday the 24th.  
VBS is going on a CAVE QUEST this summer.  Talk to Kevin if you'd like to be a 
part of this week with our area kids.

LWML Corner
All women, join us on Sat, 
May 21 at 9:00 am for a 
pot-luck breakfast, Bible 
study, and fun cook book 
exchange. Bring your 
cookbooks or favorite recipes 
to share and exchange. Also 
bring your mite boxes!
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CAVE QUEST VBS:                                    
Following Jesus the L ight of the Wor ld

Planning Meeting One - Sun, May 22, 10:45 am

Planning Meeting Two - Sun, Jun 5, 10:45 am

VBS - June 19-23, Sun-Thurs, 6:00-8:30 pm

Community VBS Party - Fri, Jun 24, 6:00 pm

Upcoming Dates and Times

Golf Tournament - Fr i, May 6, 7:00 am

Work Day - Sat, May 7, 9:00 am

St. Luke's Board Meeting - Tues, May 10, 5:30 pm

LWML Breakfast - Sat, May 21, 9:00 am

Congregational Meeting - Sun, May 22, 10:30 am

Congregational Meeting - Sun, Jun 19, 10:30 am

Kansas City Medicine Cabinet                      
Mar/Apr Emergency Assistance

- Prescription Drugs: 21 individuals
- Medical Supplies: 6 individuals
- Dental Care: 11 individuals
- Vision Care: 38 individuals

Metro Lutheran Ministry                               
Mar/Apr Emergency Assistance

- IDs: 127 individuals
- Food: 1121 individuals
- Utilities: 12 families
- Housing: 26 families


