
St. Luke's
MESSENGER

Just a few weeks ago I shared with 
the congregation that I would be 
needing to step away from my 
responsibilities at St. Luke?s in 
order to care for family health needs 
in Michigan. Below is a shortened 
version of the letter that I read to the 
congregation as I shared the news.

 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus,

Over the past few months our 
family has experienced a significant 
set of health related issues.  While I 
will spare the details here, we have 
been pressed to find a new way to 
care for and support an aging parent 
who has cared for and supported us 
since our beginning.

As we have thought and prayed 
about this, as a family, we have 
made the decision that we will need 
to relocate to Michigan, at least for 
a time, to provide family care and 
support.

While we do not know what the 
future holds, we know that we 
cannot leave a loved one and fellow 
disciple alone through the most 
trying months of his life.  It has 
become clear to us that as members 
of the St. Luke's community, that 
we could do no less.  We are a 
people who proclaim that All 
People Count, and our Lord calls us 
to take special care to walk 
alongside those who might be 
labeled the least.  

This means that I will, at least for a 
time, need to step away from my role 
at St. Luke's.  It has been a heart 
wrenching decision, but one that we 
know is right.  Over the past two 
years we have had a blast - sharing 
and living the Gospel together.  We 
have made tremendous strides and as 
we have said, time and time again - 
we are in the midst of exciting times 
at St. Luke's.  It is hard for me to 
imagine stepping away from the 
ministry that has been built here over 
the past 115 years - serving alongside 
you all has been an tremendous 
honor. 

As I wrote above, we do not know 
what the future holds.  We would 
certainly like to leave every door 
open to returning, at this point in 
time, I cannot predict when that time 
might be or how it may happen.

As I mentioned, the thought of 
stepping away from the St. Luke's 
family, even for a time, has been 
heart wrenching.  Even so, in the 
end, we know that is what  we are 
being called to do.

I ask for your prayers.  Both 
Stephanie and I want what is best for 
the congregation and will joyfully, 
though with tears, walk the road we 
are called to, knowing that where 
ever we may be we are bound 
together in the waters of baptism.

Peace in Jesus and his way,

Pastor Scott

PASTOR'S CORNER
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Worship and Bible Study Schedule

Saturday

4:30 pm Worship Gathering

Sunday 

9:00 am Worship Gathering

10:30 am "Text of the Week"

Monday 

6:00 pm Pastor Luke Bible Study

Wednesday

4:00 pm "Jesus Time"                   
|                     (restarts Aug 19)
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"Kids Time" Is Now "Jesus Time"
Our very successful Wednesday afternoon "Kids Time" 
is having its name changed to "Jesus Time." This change 
is taking place in order to communicate very clearly that 
our focus is on Jesus and to allow us to intentionally 
expand this ministry to teenagers and beyond. We 
especially want the youth who are part of this ministry 
and with whom we have made such strong relationships 
to continue on with us as they enter high school and 
even college.

According to our usual custom we are taking a break 
from this Wednesday ministry during the summer but 
we will be starting back up under the new name on 
August 19. This is earlier than normal with the intention 
of connecting with our youth shortly after they are back 

to school on August 10. Last year we didn't start till after 
Labor Day and the youth were repeatedly asking us to 
start things up in August. We will also be extending the 
duration of this ministry by a half hour as we will start at 
4:00 pm and go till 6:00 pm. The youth this past year 
have been begging for us to have a longer time together 
and were usually gathered outside our doors around 4:00 
pm even though we didn't start till 4:30 pm. This is a 
great problem to have and we thank the Lord for it.  

Finally, on September 13 we will also be launching 
"Jesus Time" on Sundays, during our education hour, that 
will start at 10:45 am. Our desire is to capture the 
eagerness of the youth we have connected with in our 
neighborhood and offer them a time to hang out with us 
on Sundays as well, so together we can learn the 
teachings of Jesus and grow in love for one another.

"Weird Animals" VBS Recap!
Our 2015 VBS, ?Weird Animals,? was wonderful. We had 43 
children (about 35 from our neighborhood), at least that many 
adults/youth who helped in some way, and around 100 people 
who celebrated with us for our neighborhood party. Thank 
you to those who donated food items, paper products, and 
craft items. Thank you to those who helped decorate and 
clean up. Thank you to our volunteers who spent hours and 
hours with the kids throughout the week. A special thank you 
to Tracy Talkin and Appreciated Advertising for printing 
t-shirts and donating a generous portion of the cost of the 
shirts and her time. I know there were many people who 
donated time, treasures, and talents? VBS would not be the 
same without you. Most importantly, thanks to all you prayer 
warriors who prayed to Jesus before and during VBS. God 
truly blessed us with wonderful children, great weather, and 
constant reminders that ?Even When You Are Left Out, Even 
When You Don't Understand, Even When You Are Afraid, 
Even Though You Are Different, and Even Though You Do 
Wrong? JESUS LOVES YOU and JESUS? LOVE IS 
ONE-OF-A-KIND!!!?

Laura Baack, 2015 VBS Director

15th Annual Golf Charity Recap!
We had over 100 players and 30 volunteers for an 
awesome morning of golf, fun, and fellowship. We 
had 15 hole sponsors and major contributions from 
MC Electric, Performa Promotions, Tracy Talkin, 
C&C Produce, Liberty Fruit, Coke beverage 
company, Mid-west distributions. (Miller Lite/Coors 
Light), Balls Food stores, Jelly Belly, Go Chicken 
Go, Marzetti salad dressings, and BPU. We give a 
special thanks to Jenny Wagner and all of the ladies 
who helped prepare an awesome lunch to end the 
day and to Steve May and John Tiszka for their 
amazing leadership and efforts in making this day 
happen. When all was said and done this golf event 
was able to raise over $8,000 for the ministry efforts 
of St. Luke's to the urban core of KCK. 



Board of Directors' Corner
Usually the summer is a time when church life slows down a little bit, but 
we at St. Luke's have had a very busy summer so far with our very 
successful "Weird Animals" VBS and a very critical congregational 
meeting. At our congregational meeting we had three agenda items. 

The first was a series of constitutional changes that were all accepted by 
the congregation. These changes involved some needed house-cleaning to 
ensure that we as a community are operating according to our own rules. 
Notable changes were in having the Board of Directors membership 
moved down from 20 to somewhere in the range of 7 to 15 people, as 
well as limiting the consecutive number of two year terms to three. 

The second item was the moving of our Sunday worship and educational 
times. We have been gathering at 9:00 am for worship and 10:30 am for 
education. Starting on Sunday, September 13, we will gather at 9:30 am 
for worship and 10:45 am for education. This change came about very 
prayerfully with the hopes that through this we will be more accessible to 
the most elderly in our congregation, to the young families of our 
neighborhood, and to those in their 20's and 30's. Change such as this is 
never easy, but we are a congregation of servants who are willing to do 
whatever we need to fulfill Jesus's calling for us in this place.

Our final item was the peaceful release of Pastor Scott Eberlein from his 
Call to St. Luke's. Pastor Scott will be moving back to Michigan for the 
foreseeable future to care for his father-in-law. Though stunned and 
saddened by this news we send Scott and his family on their way with our 
blessing. We place them into our Father's hands as they enter into this 
new season of ministry. We also place our community of St. Luke's into 
our Father's hands as we navigate what this big change will mean for us 
moving forward, confident that Jesus is the Lord of this community and 
will lead us into the unknown future. We cannot express our thanks to 
Scott, Stephanie, Karis, and Amos enough for their love and ministry 
among us over the last two years. 

     Baptism Anniversary
- Dorothy Mellott (7/2)
- Charlene Sargent (7/13)
- Luke Kammrath (8/3)
- Rose Tiszka (8/12)
- Jordin Brown (8/17)
- Rion Glynn (8/20)

- Christine May (7/2) 
- John Espino (7/10)
- Madeline May (7/20) 
- Cindy Ford (7/25)
- Merilee Lea (7/27)
- Morgan Dierks (8/1)
- John Tiszka (8/4)
- Annie Klingensmith (8/12)
- Deborah Wagner (8/14)
- Laura Baack (8/17)
- Dean Bridge (8/21)
- Charles Payne (8/21)
- David Sasnett (8/24) 
- Ralph Heiden (8/27)
- Erma Stewart (8/29)

  Wedding Anniversary
- Donna & Chuck Payne 

(7/11/1970,  45 years) 
- Dean & Tina Bridge    

(8/3/1992, 23 years)
- Tom & Rose Tiszka     

(8/4/1984, 31 years)

Sermon Ser ies:                      
" The Gospel According to Mark"            

(May 31, 2015 - Nov 22, 2015)

We continue our journey this Pentecost 
season as we walk straight through the 
Gospel of Mark. Join us as we explore 
Mark's introductory and revolutionary 
picture of the person of Jesus. We will 
let his words and life shape our lives as 
we try to faithfully live in 21st century 
America. If you want a companion 
resource for our journey through Mark's 
Gospel, check out Pastor Luke's book, 
"Follow Me": The Way of Jesus 
According to the Gospel of Mark, which 
is available on Amazon.com or 
personally through him.

May-Jun MLM         
Emergency Assistance
- IDs: 64 individuals
- Food: 488 individuals
- Utilities: 32 families
- Housing: 12 families
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Experience vs 
Discipline

Come check out our website and find access to great 
resources like the church calendar, sermons, reading 

suggestions, a full-color newsletter, and more!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

"Everest" VBS
Ascension Lutheran Church in Wichita, KS, will be 
bringing a group of volunteers to put on a VBS for 
the kids of our neighborhood July 23-25. Join us and 
embark on an icy expedition where kids overcome 
obstacles with God's awesome power! Ages 4-13!

Thursday, July 23 ?  4:30 - 6:00 pm

Fr iday, July 24 ?  10:00 am - 3:30 pm (lunch and 
bounce house)

Fr iday, July 24 ?  6:00 pm (family meal)

Saturday, July 25 ?  10:00 - 11:40 am

Everyone please join us on July 24 @ 6:00 pm for a 
neighborhood and family dinner along with games 
and a bounce house!

Upcoming Dates and Changes
On July 12 Pastor Scott will be preaching his final 
sermon at St. Luke's before moving back to 
Michigan. Please join us on this day for worship and 
for a fellowship hour immediately following. 

On August 9 our new Community Ministry Liaison, 
Kevin Dierks, will be installed during our Sunday 
morning worship. Join us for this monumental time 
and welcome him and his family during a fellowship 
hour immediately following.

Finally, note that our Sunday worship and 
educational times are changing. 

Star ting on Sunday, September 13:

Worship Gather ing ?  9:30 am

Education Hour ?  10:45 am


